Senate Bill 1091

School Greening Projects
Senator Caroline Menjivar (D — San Fernando Valley)

SUMMARY

SB 1091 will improve access for schools to pursue
greening projects. Specifically, this bill will address one
policy barrier to greening school grounds by capping the
required improvements to the path of travel, beyond the
greening project boundary to 20% of the adjusted
construction cost for the project.

PROBLEM

Children, especially those that attend schools in urban
areas that are ill equipped to shelter students from extreme
heat, are at heightened risk of suffering heat-related
ilinesses, poor health and learning outcomes, as heat
hinders students from engaging in outdoor activities and
exercising.,i

The lack of trees and natural areas disproportionately
impacts communities of color and communities with the
lowest incomes. When nature is absent where children
spend their time, they are denied the health and learning
benefits afforded to communities with access to more
resources. i

Long term planning and sustained public funding
investments are necessary to bring green schoolyards to
scale across the state. Additionally, there are policy and
institutional barriers that need to be addressed to ensure
that those investments are successful in creating green
climate resilient school grounds that serve some of the
most vulnerable children and communities.V

BACKGROUND

Current law requires school-ground greening projects that
remove asphalt, plant trees and create nature-based
outdoor learning spaces to bring the path of travel to the
project up to code without a limit on the cost. Path of travel
improvements may include paving, bathroom, ramps,
parking, and other building improvements beyond project
boundaries. This represents a tremendous barrier to

greening school grounds because even a small project can
trigger expensive upgrades.

Existing law, SB 515 (Stern, Chapter 489, Statutes of
2023), limits the cost of complying with providing an
accessible path of travel to certain shade structure projects
to 20%.

The Legislature has recognized extreme heat as a serious
and urgent threat and called on state agencies and
departments to invest resources in increasing resilience to
extreme heat. The 2022 California Extreme Heat Action
Plan recognizes the urgency for cooling public schools in
vulnerable communities and promotes the use of nature-
based solutions. In addition, the state has recently made
investments to start addressing climate resilience at
schools.

SOLUTION

SB 1091 will improve access for schools to conduct
greening projects. Specifically, this bill will limit the cost of
complying with the requirement to provide an accessible
path of travel to a schoolyard greening project to 20% of
the adjusted construction cost of the project, in line with
federal requirements in the Americans with Disabilities Act.
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