
PROCLAMATION RECOGNIZING 

LIVING SCHOOLYARD MONTH for SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY 

 

WHEREAS, The California State Legislature (ACR-128 – Living Schoolyard Resolution) designates the month of May as the Living 

Schoolyard Month and urges the State Department of Education, school districts, county offices of education, and charter schools to 

continue to prioritize the design and construction of student-accessible green space on school campuses and to integrate use of this 

space into the teaching of standards-based curriculum; 

WHEREAS, the Living Schoolyard Month for San Luis Obispo County encompasses, celebrates, and connects sustainability efforts 

at local schools including school gardens, green schoolyards, outdoor classrooms and school ground sustainability efforts; 

WHEREAS, the Living Schoolyard Month for San Luis Obispo County has come to life through SLO Living Schoolyard Partners 

including, but not limited to: SLO Food System Coalition, HEAL-SLO, Food Bank Coalition of SLO County, Glean SLO, CREEC 

Network, San Luis Obispo County Office of Education, Tom Taylor School Gardens, One Cool Earth, Central Coast Green Build 

Council, SLO Permaculture Guild, Central Coast Grown, Our Global Family Gardens at SLO City Farm, Cal Poly STRIDE, 

ECOSLO, YMCA, Ecologistics, and SLO Bike Coalition; 

WHEREAS, green school grounds have the potential to improve their neighborhoods’ environment by recognizing that “on-campus 

green space designs have environmental benefits such as rainwater collection, tree plantings, urban carbon and runoff sequestration, 

air quality improvement, and ecological resiliency” making school grounds important components of their cities’ green infrastructure 

as well as key places for learning about the ecosystems that sustain our cities;  

WHEREAS, the Living Schoolyard Month resolution further connects children’s wellbeing to schoolyard design and the subtle 

influences the natural world has on students’ mental health and social interactions;  

WHEREAS, children spend 840 to 1,080 hours each year at school and ecological schoolyards will increase children’s outdoor time 

constructively and are key components of urban infrastructure to improve cities we now inhabit while educating children to be 

thoughtful stewards of the future;  

WHEREAS, the Living Schoolyard Month resolution is an important milestone in California’s approach to promoting outdoor green 

spaces for all children in K-12 public schools;  

 WHEREAS, the hope and promise of the Living Schoolyard Month resolution is to showcase how vital living schoolyards are to 

creating relevant learning opportunities and the need for future funding to make them part of every school’s educational program; 

WHEREAS, government representatives, community organizations, school districts, individuals, parents, and students, are critical 

advocates to advance new policies and practices to lead community change and transform schools into living schoolyards.  

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT PROCLAIMED that the County Board of Supervisors of San Luis Obispo support the Living 

Schoolyard Resolution and 

(1) endorses the Living Schoolyard Month resolution (ACR-128) adopted on June 16, 2014 establishing an annual, statewide 

celebration of school grounds to be held each year in May  

(2) strongly affirms the purposes of the Living Schoolyard Month and encourages participation of government officials and agencies 

(3) encourages local schools and community partners to participate in the Living Schoolyard Month  

(4) encourages city and governmental agencies to include schoolyard ecology as a component of wider regional and urban planning 

goals for greener cities 
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